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Editor’s Note

Brethren We Have Met to Worship  is an early 19th-century American revival 
hymn, words by George Atkins, a Methodist preacher.  As such, it should be 
sung with the same joy and fervor as originally intended!

Performance suggestions:

•	 Baritones	and	basses	be	sure	to	roll	your	“r”	when	singing	“brrm”,	as	it	
should	sound	like	a	snare	drum.		

•	 Close	immediately	to	the	“m”	with	an	open	jaw,	but	lightly	closed	lips,	
maintaining	resonance	instead	of	nasality	in	the	sound.

•	 Sing	four	measure	phrases	to	allow	for	complete	sentences.

•	 The	first	two	verses	should	be	more	percussive	and	dynamic	than	the	third	
verse.

•	 Feel	free	to	slow	down	the	third	verse	a	bit	in	order	to	embrace	the	artistry	
of	the	full,	a	cappella	sound	as	this	will	impress	upon	the	listener	the	
beauty	and	meaning	of	the	words.

•	 If	performed	with	violin/fiddle,	the	entire	song	could	be	sung	a	cappella,	if	
desired.
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GEORGE ATKINS (1793–1827)

Brethren, We Have Met to Worship

From Hymn Tune: Holy Manna
Arranged by Susan Thrift

for TBB Voices with Piano
and Optional Violin*
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Breth ren- we have met to wor ship,-

? bb
Brrm
(close to “m”)

Brrm Brrm Brrm

? bb
Brrm
(close to “m”)
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& bb ∑ ∑
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* The part for Optional Violin appears on p. 11.
** If performing with violin, omit the right hand in mm. 1-4.
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and a dore- the Lord our God. Will you pray with all your pow er,-
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while we try to preach the Word. All is vain un less- the Spir it-
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Brrm Brrm All is vain un less- the Spir it-
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of the Hol ly- One comes down. Breth ren- pray and ho ly- man na-

? bb
of the Ho ly- One comes down. Brrm Brrm

? bb
of the Ho ly- One comes down. Brrm Brrm

& bb
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will be show ered- all a round.-

∑
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∑
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∑
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* If performing with violin, omit right hand.
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&
b b ∑

Sis

*

ters- will you join and help us? Mo ses- sis ter-

? bb ∑ ∑ ∑ ∑

? bb
Sis

*

ters- will you join and help us? Mo ses- sis ter- aid ed- him.

& bb ∑ ∑ ∑ ∑

? bb

&
b b

aid ed- him. Will you help the tremb ling- mourn ers-

? bb ∑ ∑ ∑ ∑

? bb
Will you help the tremb ling- mourn ers- who are strug gling-

& bb ∑ ∑ ∑ ∑

? bb
* Split the baritone voices equally between the tenor and bass lines in mm. 24-42.
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ho ly- man na- will be show ered- all a round.-

? bb ∑ ∑ ∑

? bb
will be show ered- all a round.-

& bb ∑ ∑

& bb ∑ ∑ *
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&
b b ∑

Let us love our God su preme- ly.-

? bb ∑
Let us love our God su preme- ly.-

? bb ∑
Let us love our God su preme- ly.-

& bb ∑ ∑

& bb ?
(For rehearsal only, mm. 44-60)

? bb
* If performing with violin, omit right hand.
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&
b b

Let us love each oth er- too. Let us love and pray for sin ners-

? bb
Let us love each oth er- too. Let us love and pray for sin ers-

? bb
Let us love each oth er- too. Let us love and pray for sin ers-

& bb ∑ ∑ ∑ ∑

? bb

? bb

&
b b

till our God makes all things new. Then He’ll call us home to heav en,-

? bb
till our God makes all things new. Then He’ll call us home to heav en,-

? bb
till our God makes all things new. Then He’ll call us home to heav en,-
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? bb
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&
b b

at His ta ble- we’ll sit down. Christ will gird him self- and serve us

? bb
at His ta ble- we’ll sit down. Christ will gird him self- and serve us

? bb
at His ta ble- we’ll sit down. Christ will gird him self- and serve us

& bb ∑ ∑ ∑ ∑

? bb

? bb

&
b b

with sweet man na- all a round.-

∑
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with sweet man na- all a round.-

∑
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with sweet man na- all a round.-

∑
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Violin Brethren, We Have Met to Worship

GEORGE ATKINS (1793–1827) From Hymn Tune: Holy Manna
Arranged by Susan Thrift

for TBB Voices with Piano
and Optional Violin
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TRADITION
&

INNOVATION

Carl Fischer has a proud reputation for publishing classic 

traditional choral music standards that have inspired, 

educated and thrilled singers, choirs, congregations and 

audiences for years. The tradition continues in our choral 

music series as we present new and exciting works 

designed to meet the understanding, abilities and tastes of 

worshipers and performers today.

The styles, texts, subjects and musical elements of each 

piece have been carefully weighed and the music, edited, 

arranged and written to meet a wide range of worship 

styles and performance situations. Writers for Carl Fischer 

are among the most outstanding and respected in this field 

of music. The standard of musical excellence we present in 

each choral work is designed to meet the challenges faced 

by professional directors all over the world who wish to 

offer quality repertoire.

We accept the challenge of providing choral groups 

everywhere the music that fits their needs, thrills the soul 

and heightens the skills of every singer who performs a 

Carl Fischer choral work. Building on our past reputation, 

we continue to grow in offering variety and accessible 

music for church, school and professional choirs.
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