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About the Composition

The Chisholm Trail is named for Jesse Chisholm who built several trading posts in what
is now Western Oklahoma before the Civil War. Texas ranchers used this route to drive
cattle overland to the railhead of the Kansas Pacific Railway in Abaline, Kansas.

The opening and closing choral-like sections should be played legato and broadly. There
is plenty of room here for the conductor to interpret as desired - ritards., dynamics, etc.
The brighter section beginning at m. 27 should have a lively “hoedown” feel - attention
here should be paid to articulations and dynamics and holding the tempo as marked. The
opening clarinet duet (1 player per part) should be played broadly and somewhat freely,
and at the discretion of the conductor. The brass response at m. 9 and the full ensemble
at m. 19 should be played at tempo with a full broad sound. From mm. 27-90, the tempo
is a driving, (4=116) foot stomping hoedown that reverts to the slower tempo primo at m.
91 and finally closes again at J=116 at m. 98. To ensure an authentic and exciting perfor-
mance attention should be pain to articulations and dynamics.

About the Composer

As a major composer of instrumental and vocal music, Carl Strommen is recognized as
one of the most often-performed composers of educational music in the United States.

A graduate of the City College of New York, Mr. Strommen was the Director of Bands at
the Mamaroneck Public Schools, Mamaroneck, NY for many years. He is a member of
the faculty at the CW Post campus of Long Island University where he teaches orchestra-
tion and arranging. Recognized by ASCAP as a consistent writer in the Standard Awards
category, Mr. Strommen is also active as a clinician, lecturer and guest conductor.
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The Carl Fischer Performance Series for Band has five performance levels to provide
you with a highly focused repertoire for your band. Each level has been carefully
designed and graded, within specific guidelines, so that each piece in a level will
work with your band when it achieves that level. Each level is also color coded for
ease in finding the series that will be appropriate for your band, as it develops.

Within each grade level, you will find selections in a variety of styles and genres
designed to meet all of your performance and teaching needs. The Carl Fischer
composers and arrangers are some of the most respected writers in the business.
Their music is dynamic, fresh and eminently worthy of your attention.

Concert Band

* Expanded instrumentation to 2 Flute, 3 Clarinet, 3 Trumpet, 2 Horn and
2 Trombone parts

* Expanded use of rhythms, ranges, keys, but technical demands are still carefully
considered

* Generous cross cueing of exposed or solo parts

* Expanded percussion writing, within reason, for maturing students

* Careful selection of keys and degree of difficulty for advancing musicians
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