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About the Piece

To the Colors is written in the style of a typical U. S. Civil War marching song. It incorporates the
first strain of the bugle call “To the Color,” which is used to render honors in ceremonies when no
band is available. In military camps “To the Color” is played for the raising of the U. S. flag in the
morning. It commands all the same courtesies as the National Anthem.

To the Colors is dedicated to Jacob O’Brien on the occasion of his eleventh birthday. He
is a member of the 4th United States Artillery, Battery A, Cushing’s Battery, a U. S. Civil War
reenactment group and studies percussion with me.

Ronald C. Knoener

About the Composer

Ronald C. Knoener is a graduate of Lakeland College (BA 1969) and VanderCook College of
Music (MMEd 1980). He studied arranging with Edgar P. Thiessen and Forrest Buchtel. His works
for concert band have been published by Daehn Publications and Bandworks Publications, and his
works for euphonium/tuba ensemble and brass quintet have been published by PEL Publications
and Tuba/Euphonium Press. His music has been performed by middle school, high school, college/
university, community, and military bands throughout the United States.

Mr. Knoener is retired after teaching for twenty-three years and managing a music store for
twelve years. He was the principal euphonium in the Kiel (WI) Municipal Band for thirty-eight
years, and is now a member of the Lakeshore Wind Ensemble in Manitowoc, Wisconsin.

Ron and his wife Diane have three daughters and reside in Plymouth, Wisconsin. They are both
Civil War reeneactors. Ron is a member of the 4th United States Artillery, Battery A, Cushing’s
Battery; he and Diane are members of the Historical Timekeepers, a civilian reenactment group.
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