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Arranged for Marimba, Xylophone and Concert Band
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1 — Conductor
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The Carnival of the Animals was composed in February 1845 while Saint-Saéns was vacationing
in a small Austrian village. Saint-Saéns, apparently concerned that the piece was too frivolous and
likely to harm his reputation as a serious composer, suppressed performances of it and allowed
only one movement, 7he Swan, to be published in his lifetime. Only small private performances
were given for close friends like Franz Liszt.

Saint-Saéns did, however, include a provision which allowed the suite to be published after
his death. It was first performed on February 26, 1922, and it has since become one of his most
popular works.

In Saint-Saéns’ wild Finale, he brings back several animals from the previous movements:
lions (meas. 1-10), wild mules (27-43), hens and roosters (62-69), kangaroos (70-75) and braying
donkeys (84-88).

In this transcription for concert band, the piano parts have been modified and given to the
xylophone and marimba. Every attempt should be made to have the two instruments sound as one.
Extensive slow-to-fast practice by the mallet players outside of the rehearsal schedule, and careful
choice of mallet densities, can achieve this.

Most recordings of this piece are at MM=196. Amateur and school ensembles may achieve a
fine performance at slightly slower tempos—MM=176 or higher. Conducting in cut-time may also
achieve good results.

Larry Daehn
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