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Suite for Band (New England Sketches)

Program Notes

I. Covered Bridge — Prelude

The opening movement is a representation of covered bridges, the noble yet pastoral icon of the
New England landscape.

II. Meeting House — Scherzo

A staple of early American towns and villages, the community meeting house served multiple
functions. They were often the site of singing schools, which were popular during the 17th and
early 18th centuries. Included here are two melodies by colonial singing schoolmaster Jeremiah
Ingalls (1764-1838). “Lovely Vine” is introduced at measure 17 and “Endless Day” at measure 38.

III. Evening Snow — Nocturne

Melodically related to the Prelude, this brief movement represents a winter walk in the woods,
with the village church bells heard in the distance through the crisp night air.

IV.  Green Mountain Boys — March

Ethan Allen (1738-1789) led a militia unit known as the Green Mountain Boys in the territory that
now constitutes Vermont. During the American Revolutionary War, the unit participated in several
engagements including the Battle of Bennington (1777). The march incorporates the folk song
“Riflemen of Bennington” and the Revolutionary marching song “Chester” by William Billings
(1746-1800).

Gene Milford



Commissioned by the Rutland (VT) City Public Schools for the

Rutland High School Symphonic Band, Brent Barnett, Director.

Suite for Band
"New England Sketches'
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I. Covered Bridge
Prelude
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IV. Green Mountain Boys
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