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The Arranger

Travis J. Weller is an active arranger, composer, educator and advocate of music education.
He has been the Director of Bands at Mercer Area Middle-Senior High School since
August of 1995. He earned his Bachelor’s Degree in Music Education from Grove City
College, and graduated from Duquense University with a Master’s Degree in Music
Education. In addition to his teaching duties at Mercer, Travis is a Philoso
Doctoral candidate in Music Education at Kent State University.

Travis has served as a District President and County Repres
Chapter of the Pennsylvania Music Educators Association. Tr
Phi Beta Mu (Nu Chapter), ASCAP, and the National Band Associ
guest clinician in music education at various colleges and uni
methods classes and PMEA workshops including: Grov
University, Westminster College, and Duquesne Univi

and magazines including Phi Beta Mu Inte
Association Journal, The PMEA Journal, and Learning and Leading wi conductor
for numerous honor bands in Pennsylvania and Ohio, and was the fea troudsburg
North Composer in Residence Series in 2010.
&eli Composition

As a composer, his piece “Journey to the Prairie” received 3rd place nual Fra:

Contest. In addition, he has received several J.W.Pepper Editor’s Choice no ations, B n%Top 100 nominations,
and four ASCAP Plus Awards. A number of his works have been reviewed by The ] entalist. His pieces for
band have been performed by groups ranging from elem y to the collegiate le otable performances have
been given by the Grove City College Wind Ensemble minster College Wind Ensemble, the River City
Youth Brass Band (Pittsburgh), the Marks Concert B ida State Summer Wind Ensemble,
the Carnegie Mellon Pre-College Summer Wind E@niversity Band, the VanderCook
College Symphonic Band (Midwest Clinic), and t rt Band.

012 All-State
Travis resides in Mercer with his wife Be

ghterwn‘&son.

Program Not 0
Flourishing Noels utilizes m e Christmas carol, The First Noel, in a setting that pays homage to works by my

favorite compo Vaughan Williaﬁ! While my favorite work by Vaughan Williams remains Variations on

a Theme by Th is, the pieces Fl. for Glorious John and Flourish for Wind Band have always appealed
to me and I hav . tudents over the years. It was refreshing to discover that the spirit of
d medo fi ew setting of this carol for concert band. I hope this piece can contribute
thank you and your students in advance for programming this music. Best wishes to

Su tions
rough some of the ns, there are alternate harmonies used with the melody. Encourage the ensemble
listen for the of the carol and adjust their balance appropriately so the line is clearly heard.

e are opﬁr ies for every section to present some of the melodic material of the “flourishes” and the carol.

A number o rent articulation styles are located within the piece (accent, staccato, legato, tenuto). As sections
make their entrances in different groupings, it is important for students to recognize who enters with them and
plays a similar line. Remind students to listen to each other so that articulations are performed in a unified style.

The holiday season is a special time for many of us across the country. There is forward energy and momentum
within the piece that anticipates the arrival of this time of year. The percussion (7 players in all, including mallets
and timpani) provide the impetus at various points to keep the piece moving forward. The timpani should use a

hard mallet, and the bells should use a hard plastic mallet.
/ i y/[ LN e
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