AMERICAN RIVERSONGS

INSTRUMENTATION:
1 - Conductor

5 - 1st Flute and Piccolo
5 - 2nd Flute

2 - Oboes

1 - Eb Clarinet

4 - 1st Bb Clarinet

4 - 2nd Bb Clarinet

4 - 3rd Bb Clarinet

2 - Eb Alto Clarinet

2 - Bb Bass Clarinet

2 - Bassoons

3 - 1st Eb Alto Saxophone
3 - 2nd Eb Alto Saxophone
2 - Bb Tenor Saxophone
2 - Eb Baritone Saxophone
3 - 1st Bb Trumpet

3 - 2nd Bb Trumpet

3 - 3rd Bb Trumpet

2 - 1st F Horn

2 - 2nd F Horn

2 - 1st Trombone

2 - 2nd Trombone

2 - 3rd Trombone

2 - Baritone TC

2 - Baritone BC

4 - Bass
1 - Timpani
2 - Mallets

4 - Percussion I:
Tambourine, Claves,
Triangle, Susp. Cymbal

3 - Percussion 1I:

Snare Drum, Bass Drum,
Cymbals

A Folksong Setting For Band

By

Pierre La Plante

American Riversongs is based on traditional and
composed music of an earlier time, when the
rivers and waterways were the lifelines of a grow-
ing natdon.

American Riversongs begins with a rousing setting
of "Down The River," followed by an expansive
and dramatic treatment of "Shenandoah," or
"Across The Wide Missouri,” as it is sometimes
called. After a brief transition, a brass band is
heard playing a quadrille-like version of Stephen
Foster's "The Glendy Burk." As the "Glendy
Burk" travels along, a second theme is introduced
by piccolo, flutes and tambourine. The second
theme is based on a Creole bamboula tune that
probably originated in the Louisiana delta region.
Other composers have used this melody,
including Louis Moreau Gottschalk in his La
Bamboula, Op. 2 for piano and his Symphony No.
1, subdtled A Night In The Tropics. The bamboula
theme is marked by an incessant syncopated
ragtime rhythm and used to good effect in the
coda to bring American Riversongs to a rowdy,
foot-stomping close!

Pierre La Plante, of French-Canadian descent, was
born in Milwaukee and grew up in Sturgeon Bay,
Wisconsin. He attended the University of Wis-
consin at Madison, where he received his Bach-
elor and Master of Music degrees. His many years
of teaching at the elementary through college
levels include classroom, vocal and instrumental
music. Mr. La Plante is a bassoonist and has been
a member of the Dubuque Symphony, the Madi-
son Theatre Guild Orchestra and the Unitarian
Society Orchestra. He currently performs with the
Beloit-Janesville Symphony. Mr. La Plante teaches
in the Pecatonica Area School District. He is a
member of MENC, Wisconsin Music Educators
Conference and the Wisconsin Elementary Band
Directors Association. Pierre, his wife Laurie, and
their daughters Amy and Elizabeth, live in
Blanchardville, Wisconsin.
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