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Performance Notes

Amadare is a Japanese word for rain or raindrops. The piece begins with pitch sets in the
violins that start the gentle rain. This aleatoric section should begin slowly and all the play-
ers should play at different times with different rhythms. Take your time; ten seconds are
indicated for the first measure, nut it can be Inger in order to set up the piece properly.
Begin with single raindrops and gradually increase the speed and activity of the rain and
then decrease it as you prepare for the entrance of the main theme at m.11. There are
several ways to approach this. You can have each player in the violin section pick one of
the notes in the pitchset or they can play all the notes in the set in any order with randm
rhythms. You may have to coach them with some rhythm suggestions to get the desired
effect. Experiment with different ways of doing it and use your best judgment as to what
sounds most like raindrops. The lower strings are written to e played in time starting at m.2,
but their figures are written to sound somewhat random and raindrop like also.

After the main theme is stafed a second theme is presented with water-like accompani-
ment figures in the upper strings. At m.39 the downpour begins, and the pizzicato raindrops
should be fast and strong over the top of the reflective cello solo. The second theme
returns as the rain begins to subside building to the final statement of the main theme that
leads to a cascading waterfall of soundin mm. 64 thrugh 66. This moves to the final burst
of rain at m.69, which gradually dissipates down to single raindrops again, and finishes
with one final drop from the lower strings to complete the piece. Again, experiment with
the ending to get the desired effect. The number of written measures is only a guide. You
can have the raindrops take more or less time to subside and give the last note on cue.
It is important, however, that the violins do not play past the final note in the lower strings.
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