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About the Composition

Reminiscent of the underscore of an international spy movie, the tone is urgent, and the 
stakes are high as the musical tension rises and falls in The Code. Written in G minor, 
the piece continually shifts focus, building and increasing in intensity at times and sud-
denly changing mood at others. The driving force in the A-theme is the recurring accented 
rhythmic pattern of: three eighths, three eighths, two eighths.  The accents are integral 
to the feel and are important in creating forward momentum. The Code begins sparingly 
with only pulsing woodwinds and mallets, accompanied with ominous timpani downbeats 
and ringing triangle hits. Other sections of the ensemble are added every four measures, 
and the piece builds to forte at the end of m. 19. 

The character immediately changes at m. 20; the dynamics come down, the harmony 
has an uplifting quality, and the legato horn/tenor saxophone B-theme is featured over 
quiet woodwind staccatos.  The rest of the ensemble is layered back in mm. 28-35 as the 
juxtaposition of the legato melody and staccato accompaniment continues.

About the Composer

Alan Lee Silva is a composer, arranger, and orchestrator whose credits include the feature 
films Cinderella 3 and Enough, and television’s 7th Heaven, Brothers and Sisters, and 
Soul Collector. He scored the independent films Animated American, Full Moon Fables 
and Eli’s Coming, orchestrated the Ford’s Theatre musical Liberty Smith and has written 
songs, arrangements, and background music for theme parks all over the world, including 
Sea World’s Aquatica, Tokyo Disney Sea, Universal Studios Japan and Sesame Place.

Alan has enjoyed working with an eclectic mix of clients, including Disney Cruise Lines, 
Sesame Street, Susan Egan, The Nuclear Whales Saxophone Orchestra, and KISS. His 
catalogue for Concert Band and String Orchestra is published by Carl Fischer, and his 
contemporary jazz piece The Flight was a favorite on San Francisco radio stations. 

Alan lives in Culver City, CA with his wife and two daughters.
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The Carl Fischer Performance Series for Band has five performance levels to provide you 
with a highly focused repertoire for your band. Each level has been carefully designed 
and graded, within specific guidelines, so that each piece in a level will work with your 
band when it achieves that level. Each level is also color coded for ease in finding the 
series that will be appropriate for your band, as it develops.

Within each grade level, you will find selections in a variety of styles and genres designed 
to meet all of your performance and teaching needs. The Carl Fischer composers and 
arrangers are some of the most respected writers in the business. Their music is dynamic, 
fresh and eminently worthy of your attention.

Young Band
• Addition of a separate Trombone and Baritone part
• Addition of simple sixteenth-note rhythms
• Clarinet 2 still below break 
• Low brass writing carefully considered 
• Keys carefully considered
• Logical voice leading
• Still limited independence of parts
• Active percussion writing with more instrument options 
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