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About the Composition

In any conflict, there is always some turning point to determine the final outcome. The term is often used 
to describe epic wars throughout history. This music reflects the weight and drama that comes with these 
key moments in history.

The beginning is a bold and powerful statement to set the tone for the composition. This statement 
returns later on to create a sense of completion. There is a build up to the fast section at m. 10. Over-
emphasize the dynamic contrast on the held notes to create an exciting beginning to the fast section. A 
rhythmic figure in the woodwinds sets the tone and acts as a connector to the various development to 
follow. The main melody makes its first appearance at m. 23 in the clarinets. An air of mystery should 
surround this statement and make the listener want to hear more. Play the punctuations in the low 
voices and percussion as if they were bass players playing pizzicato. The melody opens up more at m. 
31 with some sustained accompaniment and more active percussion. The rhythmic idea returns at m. 
39 for more development that climaxes at m. 57. A contrasting slow section follows at m. 59. Bring out 
the dynamic contrasts to create the most dramatic effect. This will provide a powerful build up to the 
opening statement’s return at m. 74, which quickly turns into the fast section again. The rhythmic idea 
returns to create anticipation for the main melody’s final return at m. 94 in the low voices. The slow and 
fast sections collide at m. 102. Play as soft as possible at m. 108 in the low voices and percussion to set 
up the crescendo to m. 120, where a fragment of the melody is augmented for one last time. The energy 
should remain high all the way through the exciting ending.

About the Composer

Sean O’Loughlin (b.1972) is a fresh voice and a rising name in the music world. His music is character-
ized by vibrant rhythms, passionate melodies, and colorful scoring. Commissions from the Boston Pops 
Orchestra, the Los Angeles Philharmonic and the Hollywood Bowl Orchestra highlight and showcase his 
diverse musical abilities. As a conductor, he has led performances with the Boston Pops Orchestra, the 
Hollywood Bowl Orchestra, the Minnesota Orchestra, the Vancouver Symphony, the Atlanta Symphony, 
the Baltimore Symphony, the Houston Symphony, and the Seattle Symphony amongst others. He was 
the assistant conductor and arranger for a production of Sgt. Pepper Live in Las Vegas featuring the 
band Cheap Trick. 

Recent collaborations include such artists as Sarah McLachlan, Adele, Hall and Oates, Gloria Estefan, 
Diana Krall, Itzhak Perlman, Natalie Merchant, Chris Isaak, Blue Man Group, Pink Martini, Brandi Carlile, 
The Decemberists, Martina McBride, Josh Ritter, Gloria Gaynor and others. The Los Angeles Times 
calls his orchestrations “...colorful” while adding “...even more dimension...” to the compositions. Daily 
Variety heralds Sean’s writing as “most impressive ...” with a “wide range of coloring in the orchestra...” 
that “...adds heft and rolling energy.”

Growing up in Syracuse, NY, Sean displayed a passion for music at an early age.  Sean benefited from 
loving parents who supported his musical aspirations and challenged him to explore music as a career. 
During his undergraduate years at Syracuse University, Sean’s musical career began to take shape with 
the guidance of Larry Clark. As Vice-President at Carl Fischer Music, Larry continues to be a major influ-
ence in Sean’s professional career as mentor and friend.

Through his growing number of commissioned and published works, Sean is excited to continue con-
tributing to the rich history of orchestral and wind band literature. He is a frequent guest conductor with 
professional orchestras and honor bands around the country. An annual ASCAP Special Awards winner, 
Sean was a composition fellow at the Henry Mancini Institute in Los Angeles, and holds composition 
degrees from New England Conservatory and Syracuse University. Sean, his wife Dena and daughter 
Kate reside in Los Angeles. For more information, please visit www.seanoloughlin.com.
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