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About the Composition

The Voyage is influenced by the composer’s love of the sci-fi and fantasy movies of the
eighties and early nineties. In both of these genres, a long voyage from one place to
another usually sets the stage for all of the events that occur. These epic voyages can
contain a range of dramatic events, from triumphant to tragic.

The introduction of the piece should be ethereal and mysterious, representing the desti-
nation in the minds of those embarking on the journey. Make sure that all of the notes in
the clusters at mm. 2 and 4 are given equal weight, and that the pitches in the low flute
and clarinet are not overbalanced. This section contains various accidentals in the lower
voices and can provide an opportunity to teach different enharmonic spellings (Ch = B4,
etc.). The journey begins at m. 11 with the A-section. Be sure to keep the melodic mate-
rial light so that there is plenty of forward momentum leading into the B-section at m. 23.
After another slightly varied statement of both the A and B sections, the C-section occurs
at m. 53. Make sure that the forte-piano chord in m. 61 drops low enough to allow the
melody in the flutes to speak. The introductory material returns at m. 72, now in a more
strident presentation as the destination has been reached. This is followed by a dramatic
coda which brings the piece to a close.

About the Composer

George Sweet was born in York County, South Carolina, in 1979. He received a Master’s
Degrees in Composition and Instrumental Conducting from Northern Arizona University,
and a Bachelor’s Degree in Music Education from Mars Hill College in North Carolina. As
a student, George was the winner of the 2004-2005 Music Teachers National Association
Young Artist Composition Competition, sponsored by Warner Bros. Publications, for
both the state of Arizona and all of the Southwest Region. His compositions have been
performed extensively throughout the United States and worldwide. George’s music
has been heard at various Honor and Regional Band and Orchestra Festivals, Disney’s
Magic Music Days, Bands of America, the College Band Directors National Association
Southwest Conference, and the Concurso de Musica Festival at the Nueva Acropolis
in Peru. His various commissions include those from professional performers, public
schools, university ensembles, and also a video game under a grant from the Hewlett
Foundation. George has taught theory, band, chorus, and orchestra at both public school
and university levels. He is a member of ASCAP, Phi Mu Alpha Sinfonia, MENC, and is
an honorary member of Kappa Kappa Psi. George’s music is published exclusively by
Carl Fischer Publications of New York. For more information about the music of George
Sweet please visit: georgesweet.net.
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