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About the Composer

Arcangelo Corelli (1653 -1713) was an Italian violinist and composer of Baroque music.

Corelli grew up in the area of Ravenna, Italy but found success as a violinist and composer in Paris
where he went af the age of nineteen. From Paris he travelled to Germany and composed in the
service of the electoral prince of Bavaria. Finally he returned to Italy where he lived and composed
in Modena, Rome and Naples.

Corelli brought changes to the fechnique of playing the violin. String players, upon hearing him per-
form, copied his technique of playing. One can frace back many generations of violin teachers and
students to Corelli. Also, he developed the style of the trio sonata. Most of the composers who had
the opportunity to hear his music studied it carefully to gain ideas into the best methods of writing
for string ensembles.

Musical society in Rome owed much to Corelli. He was received in the highest circles of the aristoc-
racy and for a long time presided at the celebrated Monday concerts in the palace of Cardinal
Ottoboni. Corelli is buried in the Pantheon at Rome.

Corelli composed 48 trio sonatas, 12 violin and continuo sonatas, and 12 Concerti Grossi.

The Prelude and Gavotte are taken from one of the concertos he wrote for string orchestra. The
Prelude is a simple song and should be played with a beautiful legafo tone. The Gavotte is a lively
dance. Care should be taken to follow both the dynamics and the bowing articulatfions.

About the Arranger

Doris Gazda is a graduate of the Eastman School of Music and Penn State University. She enjoyed
many years as a string specialist in the Montgomery County, Maryland public schools, where she
founded and conducted the Frederick County Youth Orchestra, and conducted the Potomac Valley
Youth and Frederick Community Orchestras. Most recently, Ms. Gazda was on the faculty at Arizona
State University. She has served nationally as Secretary for the American String Teachers Association,
President of the National School Orchestra Association and Member-at-Large for the ASTA with
NSOA.

A proponent of new music for student musicians, Ms. Gazda composes for strings and string orches-
tra. She is the author of High Tech for Strings (Carl Fischer), a set of technical studies for middle and
high school orchestras, and co-author of the beginning method Spotlight on Strings (Neil A. Kjos).
Nationally known for her leadership and expertise in string instruction, Ms Gazda presents workshops
and conducts conference and regional student orchestras. She is a frequent presenter at state
and national meetings for MENC (Music Educators National Conference), ASTA (American String
Teachers Association) with NSOA (National School Orchestra Association), MTNA (Music Teachers
National Association), regional school systems, and string workshops.
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