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About the Composition

The opening march-like measures give way to a contrasting broadly played
section at m. 13. Attention to articulations and dynamics (see m. 37) and
lightly played percussion will ensure the most effective performance of this
Christmas favorite.

About the Arranger

As a major composer of instrumental and vocal music, Carl Strommen is recog-
nized as one of the most often-performed composers of educational music in the
United States.

A graduate of the City College of New York, Mr. Strommen was the Director of
Bands at the Mamaroneck Public Schools, Mamaroneck, NY for many years. He
is a member of the faculty at the CW Post campus of Long Island University where
he teaches orchestration and arranging. Recognized by ASCAP as a consistent
writer in the Standard Awards category, Mr. Strommen is also active as a clinician,
lecturer and guest conductor.
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Primer Band

e For bands with as little as ten weeks of study

* All pieces use only the first 6 notes of the Bb scale

e Limited Instrumentation - one of each part, bass line covered by
all low brass and low woodwinds

* Alternate parts for Horn that puts them in a better range, Trombone
that does not go past 4th position

* Bass Clarinet part is also an optional Euphonium T.C. part

* Clarinet below the break

* Simple rhythms of whole, half and quarter notes. If eighth notes
used only two repeated

* Active Percussion writing

e Timpani is an optional part

* Short pieces - length is a consideration for young embouchures
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