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About the Composition

This piece is intended to be joyful and dance-like throughout, so strive to play as close
to the indicated tempo as possible. The accompaniment parts are rhythmical and light in
mm. 17-28, 35-47, and 66-78; however, they contrast with a flowing song-like melody. Be
sure to accent when indicated to add even more interest and verve.

The percussion writing is essentially drum-set rhythms split amongst players. So, the bass
drum should be dry and dampened for rests. Also, the accents on the snare are often
backbeats, so bring those out. Additionally, the Percussion 2 part calls for both hi-hat
and suspended cymbal. Though hi-hat is preferred when indicated, if it is not available a
ride cymbal can be used. Because of rapid tempo, the cymbal parts will be played easier
with two sticks. You can use a separate crash cymbal for the accents marked “crash”, or
another player could use two crash cymbals.

About the Composer

Kevin Mixon was an instrumental music teacher for several years and is currently the
Director of Fine Arts for the Syracuse City School District, New York. He is in frequent
demand as a conductor and clinician for festivals and conferences such as the International
Society for Music Education Convention, The Midwest International Band and Orchestra
Clinic, Music Educators National Conference events, and state and regional music con-
ferences. He holds degrees, summa cum laude, from Onondaga Community College,
State University of New York at Oswego, Syracuse University, and University of lllinois
(Urbana-Champaign). Several of his articles have appeared in Music Educators Journal,
Teaching Music, The Instrumentalist, and The National Band Association Journal. He
is author of Reaching and Teaching All Instrumental Music Students and co-author of
Teaching Music in the Urban Classroom (both MENC/Rowman & Littlefield Publications).
Mr. Mixon is also an accomplished composer and arranger with several published works
for band and orchestra.
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