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About the Composition
Manhattan Beach was one venue where the Sousa Band performed. It was a 
seaside resort in New York.

The dynamic contrast in this march is the way that Sousa conducted it. The 
opening is very unusual for a march in that it is played piano. During the first 
strain (m. 5), take care with the crescendo and decrescendo. These can be 
very effective. The counter melody in the low brass is different the second time, 
so it is written out instead of having a repeat.

The second strain (m. 37) has different dynamics for the first and second time 
through. Make certain that there is great contrast between the fortissimo and 
the piano sections. The trio (m. 54) is played legato, pp the first time, ppp the 
second. The final strain (m. 71) builds poco a poco from pp to fff (m. 87) and 
then has a decrescendo gradually to a final ppp.

Performance Time: 2:15

About the Arranger
Andrew Balent is a leading composer and arranger of educational music 
with over 500 published compositions and arrangements for band, orchestra, 
chorus and instrumental ensembles. Having received over 25 ASCAP Special 
Awards for composition, his published works are written for all levels although 
he has specialized in music for young musicians. Mr. Balent taught elementary 
through high school levels for 30 years in Michigan, and received both his 
Bachelor and Masters degrees from the University of Michigan. Mr. Balent 
has been a clinician and guest conductor in 45 states, as well as in Canada, 
Europe and South America.
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