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About the Composition

This piece was commissioned in memory of Tim Davis, an English teacher extraordinaire
in a rural community in North Carolina. He spent every day reminding his students that
their effort was more important than talent, 1Q, or ability; what was most important, he
repeated daily, was that they try their best and give every challenge their all. He encour-
aged each student to think outside the box and made sure they knew their contribution
mattered. Each day they would begin his class by circling (circle) in the rectangular
(square) classroom and reciting a poem that begins with Shakespeare and finishes with
original thoughts by Tim.

This composition begins with Tim greeting each student at the door to his classroom as
they enter. Tim’s hello is represented by the flute motive which is answered in turn by
other instruments, personalities and confusion until the classroom is full and the piece
officially begins. The middle section of the piece is somewhat reflective and should be
performed in a slower, legato style. After the return of the A-section (with motives from
the B-section included), the piece ends in reverse of the introduction, until only the flute
motive remains as Tim is wishing each student a good day as they exit his classroom
until he his left by himself. His single motive at the end also represents how each of us
will leave this earth, alone but not necessarily lonely. The students at Tyro MS loved Tim,
and he loved them. | hope this piece captures the joy and excitement he had for teaching
and for his students as well as the sadness we have experienced in his passing.

About the Composer

Ed Kiefer graduated from Wake Forest University with honors in 1976. He received his
Masters in Music Education in 1990 from the University of Greensboro. He served as
the Director of Bands at East Davidson High School and Brown Middle School in Thom-
asville, NC for 28 years and as Director of Instrumental Music at Pfeiffer University for
6 years.

Kiefer was awarded the Jaycees Young Educator of the Year Award in1994, has been
recognized by his fellow band directors with the Award of Excellence, and is sought after
as an adjudicator, clinician and conductor for state and national concert, marching and
jazz events.

Ed uses his experience as a middle and high school director to compose music that is
playable and fun for students and audiences alike. Those years in the classroom have
allowed him to learn what is easy for the students and what challenges them musically.
His publications have been performed world-wide and featured at the Midwest Clinic in
Chicago. Ed has 18 pieces published for band and for percussion ensemble, many of
which are on state festival (MPA) lists.
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The Carl Fischer Performance Series for Band has five performance levels to pro-
vide you with a highly focused repertoire for your band. Each level has been care-
fully designed and graded, within specific guidelines, so that each piece in a level
will work with your band when it achieves that level. Each level is also color coded
for ease in finding the series that will be appropriate for your band, as it develops.

Within each grade level, you will find selections in a variety of styles and genres
designed to meet all of your performance and teaching needs. The Carl Fischer
composers and arrangers are some of the most respected writers in the business.
Their music is dynamic, fresh and eminently worthy of your attention.

Concert Band

* Expanded instrumentation to 2 Flute, 3 Clarinet, 3 Trumpet, 2 Horn and
2 Trombone parts

* Expanded use of rhythms, ranges, keys, but technical demands are still carefully
considered

* Generous cross cueing of exposed or solo parts

* Expanded percussion writing, within reason, for maturing students

* Careful selection of keys and degree of difficulty for advancing musicians
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