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About the Composition

Ascending was commissioned by the Tuslaw High School Band from Massillon, Ohio directed by Lisa Iceman.  
The piece is dedicated in loving memory to Noah Reidenbach and Keith Klett. Noah and Keith were killed in an 
unfortunate car accident.  

As I contemplated how to best write a piece that would both honor the memory of these students and also uplift 
the spirits of the Tuslaw band members, family and friends, I decided very quickly on the title of the piece.  I also 
decided that I wanted to work in some quotes at least of a hymn or use parts of a hymn in the piece. In my own 
times of grieving I have turned my thoughts to spiritual matters for solace. The use of the hymn “Fairest Lord 
Jesus” was my way of including that part of the grieving process into the fabric of this piece.

However, I didn’t want to write a sad piece. Rather, I chose to write a piece that has in musical form the stages of 
grief, and I wanted the piece to also serve as a celebration of life itself and of the joys of living and to honor the 
good that can come from loss and tragedy. So, I decide to arch the piece in this sort of thinking and musical form.

The piece begins as marked, angrily. I wanted to express musically anger, rage and sadness all rolled up into 
one.  I also set up in this introduction the harmonic structure that I used through the piece. The first chord 
although dissonant in some ways can also sound happy in a different context as it is used later in the piece dur-
ing the faster sections. After this angry section, the piece moves into a more melancholy  section.  The melody 
of this section is original, but shares some commonalities with the hymn tune that is to follow later in the piece.  
It has an overall ascending shape to it. I wanted this melody to move in an upward fashion to depict musically 
the ascending of these two students up “to a better place.” I wanted to express sadness here as well, but also 
reminiscence about the lives lost.  That includes both the happy and sad thoughts. So, the listener should be 
able to reflect during this part of the piece and hear both emotions coming through.

Next, the piece becomes more celebratory. I wanted to elicit the emotions of celebrating the life of the people 
lost.  This section starts out with the chord heard first in the piece, but now in this context much more uplifting.  
The hymn tune is heard now in a more syncopated way than it is heard in church and there is a rhythmic drive 
and an almost fun feeling to this part of the piece. I wanted this part of the piece to be bright and shimmery with 
the use of a lot of brighter instruments and metal percussion instruments such as triangle and vibraphone. 

A fragment of the ascending theme from the beginning comes next as the return of some sadness breaks the 
celebratory mood. This musical build and ascending feeling is broken then by the return of the hymn, except this 
time just how you might hear it in a church service setting. This part of the piece serves as spiritual reflection of 
the lives lost and when we lose people close to us we also consider our own mortality and reflect on our own 
journey someday back to spirit. This moment of repose  and reflection in the piece leads directly into a climatic 
and majestic retelling of part of the ascending theme from earlier in the piece. Even though for the most part the 
music is the same, it should sound much more triumphant, depicting the arrival of the spirit into eternity.

The piece concludes with a return of the celebration material from earlier in the piece followed by some ascend-
ing flourishes in the woodwinds and horns. One final tension is created by the return of the opening chord as we 
will always grieve the lose, but we will move on with life and work towards enjoying the journey ahead.  

It has been my pleasure to have the opportunity to write this piece.  

—Larry Clark
Lakeland, Florida 2012 
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The Carl Fischer Performance Series for Band has five performance levels to pro-
vide you with a highly focused repertoire for your band. Each level has been care-
fully designed and graded, within specific guidelines, so that each piece in a level 
will work with your band when it achieves that level. Each level is also color coded 
for ease in finding the series that will be appropriate for your band, as it develops.

Within each grade level, you will find selections in a variety of styles and genres 
designed to meet all of your performance and teaching needs. The Carl Fischer 
composers and arrangers are some of the most respected writers in the business. 
Their music is dynamic, fresh and eminently worthy of your attention.
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