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About the Composition

An up-tempo 2 piece in G minor, Triangle of the Tempest is a fast moving composition
with interesting rhythmic challenges and dynamic color shifts.

The (A) section is based on a repeating 8-measure progression. From the opening
bell-tone and syncopated low brass figures, each section builds in intensity as new ele-
ments are added in the subsequent 8 bars. Rhythmically, the pattern in the (A) section
(mm. 1-36) follows a two-bar form: the first bar of the two has a dotted quarter-eighth
syncopated figure, and the rhythms in the second bar fall primarily on the beats. The
punctuated open voicings in the low brass sound big and rich as melody in the upper
winds floats above.

The (B) section in mm. 37-52 changes tone and moves to the relative Bb major. The trum-
pets carry the heroic melody between sonorous major chords in the low winds underneath
and a soaring woodwind obbligato above. The alternating “syncopated bar/non-syncopat-
ed bar” form continues through this section. Overall, the percussion section is active, and
the snare and toms work together to create power and drive. The mallet parts are integral
for highlighting the feel of syncopated melodies throughout. They are important for estab-
lishing sections such as mm. 53-60 where the piece goes back to G minor, preceding the
return to the (A) section in mm. 61-86.

Intertwining motifs at m.103 offer a variation on the (A) theme where the melodic entrances
happen at one-measure intervals. The tone changes again, and the tempo slows slightly
in the flowing and magical (C) section at m. 123, as the piece moves again to the relative
Bb major. Repeating legato woodwind lines along with sparkling wind chimes and bells
create the musical background for the majestic Horn melody. At m. 153, there is a brief
fanfare statement that prepares the return to G minor and the (A) theme.

The static G pedal-point builds tension at m. 194 as the ramp-up to the ending begins. The
band is roaring at m. 202 as the high instruments begin a four measure syncopated ques-
tion/answer section with the low instruments. Another four bars of crescendoing, legato
lines at m. 206 set up the high energy tutti figures at m. 211 as the piece concludes with
a final explosive ensemble hit.

About the Composer

Alan Lee Silva is a composer, arranger, and orchestrator whose credits include the feature
films Cinderella 3 and Enough, and television’s 7th Heaven, Brothers and Sisters, and
Soul Collector. He scored the independent films Animated American, Full Moon Fables
and Eli’s Coming, orchestrated the Broadway play Liberty Smith and has written songs,
arrangements, and background music for theme parks all over the world, including Sea
World’s Aquatica, Tokyo Disney Sea, Universal Studios Japan and Sesame Place.

Alan has enjoyed working with an eclectic mix of clients, including Disney Cruise Lines,
Sesame Street, Susan Egan, The Nuclear Whales Saxophone Orchestra, and KISS. His
catalogue for Concert Band and String Orchestra is published by Carl Fischer, and his
contemporary jazz piece The Flight was a favorite on San Francisco radio stations.

Alan lives in Culver City, CA with his wife and two daughters.
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The Carl Fischer Performance Series for Band has five performance levels to provide
you with a highly focused repertoire for your band. Each level has been carefully
designed and graded, within specific guidelines, so that each piece in a level will
work with your band when it achieves that level. Each level is also color coded for
ease in finding the series that will be appropriate for your band, as it develops.

Within each grade level, you will find selections in a variety of styles and genres
designed to meet all of your performance and teaching needs. The Carl Fischer
composers and arrangers dre some of the most respected writers in the business.
Their music is dynamic, fresh and eminently worthy of your attention.

Concert Band

* Expanded instrumentation to 2 Flute, 3 Clarinet, 3 Trumpet, 2 Horn and
2 Trombone parts

* Expanded use of rhythms, ranges, keys, but technical demands are still carefully
considered

* Generous cross cueing of exposed or solo parts

* Expanded percussion writing, within reason, for maturing students

 Careful selection of keys and degree of difficulty for advancing musicians
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