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About the Composition

Crowns and scepters have been an essential part of royal celebrations since medieval
times. These and other crown jewels, maintained and treasured by most nations, serve
as symbols of a royal family’s reign and power. Often displayed during coronations, their
design and magnificent ornamentation with jewels and gold serve as a reminder to all in
attendance of the solemnity and dignity of significant occasions. Crown and Scepter sug-
gests the declaration of an opening ceremony with a bold and militaristic fanfare followed
by a regal processional, perhaps reminding the listener of kings, queens, and princes
receiving the admiration of their people as they process on state occasions. The return of
the opening fanfare suggests the continuation of their rule.

Strive for very clear articulations in both fanfare sections and note that some percussion
is in rhythmic unison with some brass figures. Percussion should be bold and declarative,
but not allowed to overbalance the winds. The middle section should be played in a lyri-
cal style with appropriate rubato to emphasize the dramatic nature of the work. Strive for
warm, rich sounds.

About the Composer

Gregory B. Rudgers graduated from the Ithaca College School of Music and holds a grad-
uate degree from Elmira College and a certificate of Advanced Study from Northwestern
University in Evanstan, lllinois. His entire professional life has been devoted to teaching
and music; he taught in the public schools for many years, and is currently teaching on the
adjunct faculty of Ithaca College. Mr. Rudgers has published over 25 articles for national
magazines. His life as a composer has produced music for band, orchestra, and solos and
chamber ensembles with over thirty compositions published over the last ten years.
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The Carl Fischer Performmance Series for Band has five performance levels to provide
you with a highly focused repertoire for your band. Each level has been carefully
designed and graded, within specific guidelines, so that each piece in a level will
work with your band when it achieves that level. Each level is also color coded for
ease in finding the series that will be appropriate for your band, as it develops.

Within each grade level, you will find selections in a variety of styles and genres
designed to meet all of your performance and teaching needs. The Carl Fischer
composers and arrangers dre some of the most respected writers in the business.
Their music is dynamic, fresh and eminently worthy of your attention.

Concert Band

* Expanded instrumentation to 2 Flute, 3 Clarinet, 3 Trumpet, 2 Horn and
2 Trombone parts

* Expanded use of rhythms, ranges, keys, but technical demands are still carefully
considered

* Generous cross cueing of exposed or solo parts

* Expanded percussion writing, within reason, for maturing students

* Careful selection of keys and degree of difficulty for advancing musicians
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