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Performance Notes

My Gift was written in 1979 as a graduation present to my first group of seniors at Fort
Stockton High School in Fort Stockton, Texas. The composition remained in a box of old
compositions until this past summer, when I found the original manuscript on several
thermo- faxed sheets of staff paper.

The simple, yet poignant message in Christina Rossetti’s poem fostered a lyric approach
to melody and harmony; however, the straightforward harmonies are given color and
nuance with the addition of rich non-harmonic tones that represent life’s struggles that
come to all of us. In spite of “Life’s Stuff,” each challenge gives our lives meaning and
builds our character.

Set in primarily a four-part texture, the work celebrates the transforming power of spiri-
tuality when individuals are vulnerable enough to give themselves fully to the Higher
Power. In this context, there can be no greater gift to offer.

About the Composer

John Ratledge (b.1954) is in his ninth year as Conductor of University Singers, Area
Coordinator of Graduate Choral Conducting, and Director of Choral Activities at
the University of Alabama in Tuscaloosa. He also teaches graduate conducting, lit-
erature, and pedagogy. Ratledge made his European conducting debut in 1996 with the
Filharmonia Sudecka of Walbryzychu, Poland, and since that time, he has conducted
orchestras in France, Greece, Hungary, Romania, and Spain. In addition, he has twice
conducted choirs and giving master classes and workshops in South Korea. During his
tenure at Shorter College of Rome, Georgia, the Shorter Chorale distinguished itself
nationally and internationally by premiering the full orchestral version of the Duruflé
Requiem in Poland, Hungary, Romania, and Greece, the organ version premiere of the
same work in Bulgaria, Bernstein's Chichester Psalms premiered in Poland, and the St.
Petersburg, Russias premiere of Handel's Messiah. Dr. Ratledge has conducted over.300
clinics throughout the United States and abroad.
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from Carl Fischer

Carl Fischer has a proud heritage of publishing excellent choral music
designed to accommodate the abilities, tastes and needs of school,
professional and church choirs everywhere. Our music has inspired,
educated and thrilled singers and audiences for over 140 years.

Writers for Carl Fischer are among the most outstanding and respected in
their field. The styles, texts, subjects and musical elements of each piece
have been carefully considered. The music is written, arranged and edited
to provide a wide range of styles for a wide range of performance needs.
The standard of musical excellence we present in each choral work is
designed to meet the challenges faced by teachers and conductors all over
the world who wish to offer quality repertoire to their ensembles.

CARL FISCHER MUSIC )

Part-bX-Part
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Part-by-Part resources were created to allow you, the busy choral director,
more time to do the things you need to do to be successful in rehearsal
and performance.

Download the following FREE resources and use them to help you
TEACH your singers.

L] ¢ Part-dominant recordings allow your singers to sing
' along with their part while hearing the other voices
in the background.

o Full chorus recordings allow your singers to see and
hear the music at the same time for greater insight.

o Professional accompaniments can be used for
rehearsal or performance.
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