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Historical Information

Lewis Carroll, an English clergyman whose real name was Charles Lutwidge
Dodgson, was born in the village of Daresbury on January 27, 1832. He was consid-
ered a dreamy young man who loved to spin wondrous tales to the children of his
friends. One of those children, Alice Liddell, became a special favorite to whom he
tirst related orally the stories that would become Alice’s Adventures in Wonderland,
perhaps the best known of all Victorian children’s books, and still regarded as such
today. The Lobster Quadrille is a poem from Alice in Wonderland contained in the
section in which Alice meets the Mock Turtle and the Gryphon and is taught the
dance by them.

The director might wish to read the story of The Lobster Quadrille from the book
to the members of the chorus, as it will add much to the singer’s understanding of
the poem.

Performance Suggestions

Lightness of touch/tone may be the most important phrase in singing this setting
of the quadrille, as the style is reminiscent of the patter songs found in Gilbert and
Sullivan operettas.

It is imperative to keep the story in mind and realize the tale must be told clearly so
the audience will understand. That being said, diction must be crisp and clean in
order for the text to be clearly understood.

Warm-ups employing diction from within the text are highly encouraged prior to
singing this song.
Enjoy!
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The Lobster Quadrille
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