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Program Notes    
 
This anonymous Christmas carol from the Renaissance is arranged for unaccom-
panied three-part treble choir. It should be performed with a gentle sweetness and 
reverence. 

Within the three-verse form, the first is in unison. The melody is clearly maintained 
in the remaining two verses containing shifting harmonies, which employ a raised 
or lowered seventh degree of the scale. Strive to create linear, musical lines by sing-
ing from breath mark to breath mark and not breathing in the middle of the phrase.  
 

About James McCray
 
James McCray (Ph.D) is Professor Emeritus at Colorado State University, where he 
taught for the last twenty-five years of his career. He was Chairman of the Music, 
Theatre, and Dance Department for ten of those years.  Previously, he was the 
Chairman of the Music Department at St. Mary’s College (Notre Dame, Ind.) and 
Longwood College in Virginia. He has published over 100 choral works with diverse 
publishers and is the author of two books on choral music. For over thirty-five years 
he was written a monthly column on choral music for the international.
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Anonymous Early English Carol
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To Jean Johnson and Purrfect Harmony, Preston, Fort Collins, CO

JAMES McCRAY

for SSA Voices, a cappella 
On Christmas Night

Soprano 1

Soprano 2

Alto

Keyboard
(for reherasal
only)
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Carl Fischer has a proud heritage of publishing excellent choral music 
designed to accommodate the abilities, tastes and needs of school, 
professional and church choirs everywhere. Our music has inspired, 
educated and thrilled singers and audiences for over 140 years. 

Writers for Carl Fischer are among the most outstanding and respected in 
their field. The styles, texts, subjects and musical elements of each piece 
have been carefully considered. The music is written, arranged and edited 
to provide a wide range of styles for a wide range of performance needs. 
The standard of musical excellence we present in each choral work is 
designed to meet the challenges faced by teachers and conductors all over 
the world who wish to offer quality repertoire to their ensembles. 

Part-by-Part resources were created to allow you, the busy choral director, 
more time to do the things you need to do to be successful in rehearsal 
and performance. 

Download the following FREE resources and use them to help you 
TEACH your singers.

TRADITION
&

INNOVATION

•	 Part-dominant recordings allow your singers to sing 
along with their part while hearing the other voices 
in the background.

•	 Full chorus recordings allow your singers to see and 
hear the music at the same time for greater insight.

•	 Professional accompaniments can be used for 
rehearsal or performance.
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