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Program Notes

It’s hard to hear the Puerto Rican carol Alegria and not be 
swept away by the lively melody in 6/8 meter.  From the very 
beginning, the song should have a joyful lilt.  Carry this feel-
ing throughout the entire first verse.

In verse 2, beginning in measure 32, sing with gentle sweet-
ness and empathy. In measure 56, build to a full, rich tone 
throughout the refrain.   In verse three, measure 60, tenors 
should take care not to overshadow the melody in the bass 
part. Beginning at measure 68, make the final refrain very 
robust. 
 
I feel so fortunate to have had the opportunity to arrange this 
wonderful carol.  My main goal was to “get out of the way” as 
much as possible, and let the original carol speak for itself. 

—Mark Burrows

Spanish Pronunciation:
 
Alegria – ah-leh-GREE-ah (flip the R) 
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Translation from the Original Spanish
by Nina Burrows

Lively q. = 68

Lively q. = 68

Traditional Puerto Rican Carol
Arranged by Mark Burrows

For My Dear Friends of Choral Union Christmas Eve, 2010

for TTBB Voices and Optional Solo Voice with Keyboard
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Tenor 2

Bass 1
Bass 2

Keyboard
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A le- gri- a,a- le- gri- a,a- le- gri- a,a- le- gri- a.
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-
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gri a,a- le- gri- a,a- le- gri- a,a- le- gri- a,a- le- gri- a.

ff

-
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We joy ful- ly- sing. We sing!

? ####
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? ####

œœnJ œœ œœ œœ# œœ œœj œœ œœ œœ œœ œœ .. Œ.

‰ œ œ œJ œ ‰ œ œ œ œ œ œJ œ ‰ œ œ

‰ œœ œ œœ ‰ œœ#n œœ ‰ œœ œ œœ ‰ œœ œœ œœ .. œ œ œ

œ œ œ œj ‰ ‰ œ œ œ œ
j ‰ ‰ œ œ œ œj ‰ ‰

‰ œ œ œ œ œ œœ œœ œœ œœ œœ œœ œœJ œœ œœ ..

œ œ œ œ œ œ œ œ œ œ œ œ œJ œ œ .

‰ œœ œ œœ ‰ œœ œ œœ ‰ œœ œ œœ ‰ œœ œœ ‰ œœ œ œœ ‰ œœ œ œœ

œ œj œ œj œ œj œ œj œ œJ
œ œJ

Œ œœJ œœ
œœ œœ ˙̇ .. œœ ‰ œœ .. ˙̇ .. œœ .. Œ.

Œ œJ œ œ œ ˙ . œ ‰ œ . ˙̇ .. œœ .. Œ.

œœœJ ‰ ‰ Œ. ‰ œœ œ œœ ‰ œœ œ œœ ‰
œœ œ œœ ‰ œœ œ œœ œœ œ œ œœ œ œ œœœ ‰

œ> œœœ>J ‰ ‰

œj‰ ‰ Œ. œ œjœ œj œ œjœ ‰ œ œ œ œ œ œ œ œ œ> œ>
j‰ ‰
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Carl Fischer has a proud reputation for publish-

ing classic traditional choral music standards 

that have inspired, educated and thrilled singers, 

choirs, congregations and audiences for years. The 

tradition continues in our choral music series as 

we present new and exciting works designed to 

meet the understanding, abilities and tastes of 

worshipers and performers today.

The styles, texts, subjects and musical elements of 

each piece have been carefully weighed and the 

music, edited, arranged and written to meet a wide 

range of worship styles and performance situa-

tions.  Writers for Carl Fischer are among the most 

outstanding and respected in this field of music. 

The standard of musical excellence we present in 

each choral work is designed to meet the chal-

lenges faced by professional directors all over the 

world who wish to offer quality repertoire.

We accept the challenge of providing choral 

groups everywhere the music that fits their needs, 

thrills the soul and heightens the skills of every 

singer who performs a Carl Fischer choral work.  

Building on our past reputation, we continue to 

grow in offering variety and accessible music for 

church, school and professional choirs.


