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Performance Notes

Break, Break, Break was written in 1835 by Alfred Lord 
Tennyson, (1809-1892), one of England’s most popular poets. 
An elegy for a friend, the poem portrays the sea as life – 
remorselessly moving on. 

This setting begins with the crashing of the sea against the 
rocky crags, dramatically introduced in the piano accompani-
ment. The swelling dynamics, from piano to forte to piano, 
represent the swelling of the sea and the feelings of loss con-
veyed by the poet. 

Singers should strive for intentional dynamic contrast to effec-
tively convey the meaning of the text. Additionally, when 
singing the word “break”, roll the ‘r’ and emphasize the ‘k’ for 
a more percussive, “crashing” quality. 

The middle section, mm. 20-52, should be calmer in charac-
ter. There are, however, occasional swellings which remind us 
that the sea is still in motion, even while we are remembering 
friends that have moved on.

I hope you enjoy learning, singing and performing this song 
as much as I enjoyed writing it!

— David Teas 
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