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FI R S T S U N D A Y - W AI T

A d v e nt is a ti m e t o w ait.
    W e w ait i n h o p e f o r t h e L o r d; h e is o u r h el p a n d o u r s hi el d.
D uri n g A d v e nt w e w ait f or li g ht i n t h e d ar k n ess.
    W e w ait i n h o p e f o r t h e L o r d; h e is o u r h el p a n d o u r s hi el d.
D uri n g A d v e nt w e w ait f or fr e e d o m fr o m c a pti vit y.
    W e w ait i n h o p e f o r t h e L o r d; h e is o u r h el p a n d o u r s hi el d.
D uri n g A d v e nt w e w ait f or c o mf ort i n s orr o w.
    W e w ait i n h o p e f o r t h e L o r d; h e is o u r h el p a n d o u r s hi el d.
D uri n g A d v e nt w e w ait f or p o w er i n w e a k n ess.
    W e w ait i n h o p e f o r t h e L o r d; h e is o u r h el p a n d o u r s hi el d.

S E C O N D S U N D A Y - W A T C H

A d v e nt is a ti m e t o w at c h.
    W e w at c h i n h o p e f o r t h e L o r d; O c o m e, E m m a n u el.
D uri n g A d v e nt w e w at c h f or h o p e i n t h e mi dst of d es p air.
    W e w at c h i n h o p e f o r t h e L o r d; O c o m e, E m m a n u el.
D uri n g A d v e nt w e w at c h f or f or gi v e n ess i n t h e mi dst of r e b elli o n.
    W e w at c h i n h o p e f o r t h e L o r d; O c o m e, E m m a n u el.
D uri n g A d v e nt w e w at c h f or p e a c e i n t h e mi dst of c o nfli ct.
    W e w at c h i n h o p e f o r t h e L o r d; O c o m e, E m m a n u el.
D uri n g A d v e nt w e w at c h f or t h e pr es e n c e of G o d i n t h e mi dst of a f all e n w orl d.
    W e w at c h i n h o p e f o r t h e L o r d; O c o m e, E m m a n u el.

T HI R D S U N D A Y - P R E P A R E

A d v e nt is a ti m e t o pr e p ar e.
    P r e p a r e t h e w a y of t h e L o r d; m a k e st r ai g ht t h e w a y f o r o u r G o d.
D uri n g A d v e nt w e pr e p ar e o ur e y es t o s e e t h e li g ht of C hrist.
    P r e p a r e t h e w a y of t h e L o r d; m a k e st r ai g ht t h e w a y f o r o u r G o d.
D uri n g A d v e nt w e pr e p ar e o ur h e arts t o r e c ei v e t h e W or d of C hrist.
    P r e p a r e t h e w a y of t h e L o r d; m a k e st r ai g ht t h e w a y f o r o u r G o d.
D uri n g A d v e nt w e pr e p ar e t o s h ar e t h e j o y of C hrist.
    P r e p a r e t h e w a y of t h e L o r d; m a k e st r ai g ht t h e w a y f o r o u r G o d.
D uri n g A d v e nt w e pr e p ar e t o e m br a c e t h e pr o mis e of C hrist.
    P r e p a r e t h e w a y of t h e L o r d; m a k e st r ai g ht t h e w a y f o r o u r G o d.

4

T his m or ni n g w e li g ht t h e fi rst c a n dl e.  T h e first c a n dl e r e mi n ds us t h at, as w e w ait u p o n t h e 
L or d, G o d 's li g ht n e v er c e as es t o s hi n e, G o d 's will n e v er c e as es t o u nf ol d, a n d G o d 's gr a c e n e-
v er c e as es t o b e f elt.  As w e b e gi n t h e j o ur n e y of A d v e nt, m a y w e l e ar n t o w ait u p o n t h e L or d 
wit h  h o p ef ul  e x p e ct ati o n  b y  c el e br ati n g  all  G o d  h as  d o n e  a n d  a nti ci p ati n g  all  h e  will  d o.   

T his m or ni n g w e li g ht t w o c a n dl es.  T h e fi rst c a n dl e r e mi n ds us t h at A d v e nt is a ti m e 
of  w aiti n g.    W e  w ait  i n  a nti ci p ati o n  f or  G o d  t o  f ulfill  e v er y  pr o mis e  s et  f ort h  i n  t h e 
Bi bl e.   T h e s e c o n d c a n dl e   r e mi n ds us t h at A d v e nt is als o a ti m e of w at c hi n g.  W e 
w at c h wit h e x p e ct a nt e y es, tr usti n g t h at G o d is a cti v e, pr es e nt a n d c o nst a ntl y at w or k, 
l e a di n g all of cr e ati o n t o w ar d t h e pl a n of r e d e m pti o n.  As w e li g ht t h e s e c o n d c a n dl e, 
w e as k f or f ait h t o w at c h f or G o d 's pr es e n c e a n d o p e n e y es t o s e e all t h at G o d is d oi n g.

R es p o nsi v e Lit a n y

C a n dl e Li g hti n g

R es p o nsi v e Lit a n y

R es p o nsi v e Lit a n y

C a n dl e Li g hti n g

A d v e nt t e xts b y R e v. Ri c h D a vis, S e ni or P ast or, First Pr es b yt eri a n C h ur c h, Ri v er F or est, I L



T his m or ni n g w e li g ht f o ur c a n dl es.  T h e fi rst c a n dl e r e mi n ds us t h at d uri n g A d v e nt w e w ait 
u p o n t h e pr o mis es of t h e L or d.  T h e s e c o n d c a n dl e r e mi n ds us t o w at c h f or G o d's pr es e n c e 
wit h e x p e ct a nt e y es a n d a n xi o us h e arts.  T h e t hi r d c a n dl e r e mi n ds us t o pr e p ar e o urs el v es t o 
r e c ei v e t h e gift of t h e pr o mis e d S a vi or.  As w e li g ht t h e f o u rt h c a n dl e, w e ar e r e mi n d e d t h at 
A d v e nt is a ti m e t o gi v e pr ais e f or w h at G o d h as d o n e, f or w h at G o d is c urr e ntl y d oi n g a n d 
f or w h at G o d will bri n g t o c o m pl eti o n.  As t h e li g ht of A d v e nt gr o ws bri g ht er, it r e mi n ds us  

T o ni g ht w e li g ht all of t h e c a n dl es.  T h e fi rst c a n dl e r e mi n ds us t h at A d v e nt is a ti m e t o w ait 
u p o n t h e L or d wit h f ait hf ul e n d ur a n c e.  T h e s e c o n d c a n dl e  r e mi n ds us t h at A d v e nt is a ti m e 
t o w at c h f or G o d's pr es e n c e wit h h o p ef ul e x p e ct ati o n.  T h e t hi r d c a n dl e r e mi n ds us t h at A d-
v e nt is a ti m e t o pr e p ar e f or t h e L or d i n h e art, s o ul a n d mi n d.  T h e f o u rt h c a n dl e r e mi n ds us
t h at t h e O n e w e w ait f or, w at c h f or, a n d pr e p ar e f or is J es us C hrist, w h o is E m m a n u el, m e a n-
i n g G o d is wit h us.  T o ni g ht w e li g ht t h e l ast c a n dl e; t h e C h rist c a n dl e .  T his c a n dl e r e mi n ds
us t h at w e ar e t o pr o cl ai m t h e m ess a g e of C hrist m as b y c el e br ati n g w h at C hrist h as d o n e, a n d
b y s h ari n g it wit h ot h ers.  As t h e li g ht fr o m e a c h c a n dl e fills t his r o o m, s o m a y t h e Li g ht of

5

FF O U R T H S U N D A Y - P R AI S E

A d v e nt is a ti m e t o pr ais e.
    P r ais e t h e L o r d, O m y s o ul, a n d f o r g et n ot all his b e n efits.
D uri n g A d v e nt w e r e m e m b er G o d 's p ast f ait hf ul n ess.
    P r ais e t h e L o r d, O m y s o ul, a n d f o r g et n ot all his b e n efits.
D uri n g A d v e nt w e r e m e m b er G o d 's pr es e nt g o o d n ess.
    P r ais e t h e L o r d, O m y s o ul, a n d f o r g et n ot all his b e n efits.
D uri n g A d v e nt w e r e m e m b er G o d 's f ut ur e pr o mis es.
    P r ais e t h e L o r d, O m y s o ul, a n d f o r g et n ot all his b e n efits.

C H RI S T M A S E V E - P R O C L AI M

A d v e nt is a ti m e t o pr o cl ai m.  
    J o y t o t h e w o rl d, t h e L o r d is c o m e!
W e pr o cl ai m a h o p e t h at is str o n g er t h a n a n y tri al. 
    J o y t o t h e w o rl d, t h e L o r d is c o m e!
W e pr o cl ai m a vi ct or y t h at is str o n g er t h a n a n y d ef e at.
     J o y t o t h e w o rl d, t h e L o r d is c o m e!
W e pr o cl ai m a p e a c e t h at is str o n g er t h a n a n y c o nfli ct.
    J o y t o t h e w o rl d, t h e L o r d is c o m e!
W e pr o cl ai m a fr e e d o m t h at is str o n g er t h a n a n y b o n d a g e.
    J o y t o t h e w o rl d, t h e L o r d is c o m e!

C a n dl e Li g hti n g

C a n dl e Li g hti n g

R es p o nsi v e Lit a n y

R es p o nsi v e Lit a n y

C a n dl e Li g hti n g

T his  m or ni n g  w e  li g ht  t hr e e  c a n dl es.    T h e fi rst  c a n dl e r e mi n ds  us  t h at  A d v e nt  is  a  ti m e 
t o w ait u p o n t h e L or d.  W e w ait f or t h e u nf ol di n g of G o d's pl a n i n a c c or d a n c e wit h G o d 's 
ti m e.  T h e s e c o n d c a n dl e  r e mi n ds us t h at A d v e nt is als o a ti m e t o w at c h.  D uri n g A d v e nt, 
w e e a g erl y w at c h f or G o d 's pr es e n c e a n d w or k i n o ur w orl d.  As w e li g ht t h e t hi r d c a n dl e 
w e als o r e m e m b er t h at A d v e nt is a ti m e t o pr e p ar e.  D uri n g A d v e nt, w e pr e p ar e o urs el v es i n 
h e art, s o ul a n d str e n gt h t o w el c o m e o ur L or d a n d S a vi or, J es us C hrist, w h o w as, a n d is, a n d 
is t o c o m e.  L et e a c h of us as k G o d t o pr e p ar e us t o c el e br at e t h e gl or y of C hrist m as.

t h at w e m o v e cl os er t o r e c ei vi n g t h e gift of a S a vi or.

C hrist fill o ur w orl d!
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FI R S T S U N D A Y

G o d i n h e a v e n, as w e b e gi n t his s e as o n of A d v e nt, w e pr a y t h at y o u will t e a c h us
t o w ait wit h p ati e n c e, e n d ur a n c e a n d tr ust.  H ol di n g t o t h e et er n al pr o mis es r e v e al e d
t o us t hr o u g h t h e p o w er of y o ur W or d, w e as k t h at y o u r e mi n d us of y o ur e v erl asti n g
pr es e n c e.  A m e n.

S E C O N D S U N D A Y

G o d i n h e a v e n, as w e l e ar n t o w ait i n f ait h, h el p us n o w t o w at c h i n e x p e ct ati o n.  
O p e n o ur e y es t h at w e mi g ht s e e t h e w a ys y o u ar e at w or k ar o u n d us, wit hi n us a n d
t hr o u g h us.  A m e n.

T HI R D S U N D A Y

G o d i n h e a v e n, as w e c o nti n u e o ur A d v e nt j o ur n e y, h el p us t o b e p e o pl e w h o w ait
f or y o u, w at c h f or y o u, a n d t hr o u g h y o ur S pirit b e pr e p ar e d f or y o u.  C o nti n u e t o
s hi n e y o ur li g ht i n o ur li v es as w e l o o k at all y o u h a v e d o n e, all y o u ar e d oi n g, a n d
all y o u will d o.  A m e n.

F O U R T H S U N D A Y

G o d i n h e a v e n, w e l o o k t o y o u a mi dst a w orl d fi ll e d wit h d ar k n ess.  H el p us t o s e e k
t h e li g ht of y o ur tr ut h, as w e r e m e m b er y o ur pr o mis es a n d off er o ur pr ais e t o y o u.
A m e n.
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G o d i n h e a v e n, w e t h a n k y o u f or g ui di n g us t hr o u g h o ur A d v e nt j o ur n e y.  T hr o u g h 
w aiti n g, w at c hi n g, pr e p ari n g, a n d pr aisi n g, w e ar e n o w r e a d y t o pr o cl ai m.  H el p us 
r e c ei v e t h e gl or y of C hrist m as, as w e c el e br at e a n d r ej oi c e t h at y o u h a v e c o m e t o us 
t hr o u g h t h e gift of C hrist, o ur S a vi or a n d R e d e e m er.  A m e n.
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