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About the Composition

Some storm chasers follow severe weather for research and news reporting. Certain
military pilots, called hurricane hunters, will actually fly into eyes of storms for this
reason. Of course, there are those who chase storms as a hobby and others for
thrills. In any case, storm chasing is a dangerous endeavor! This piece is intended
to evoke the danger and excitement that accompanies these adventures.

Though optional, | recommend you try the rain storm recreation at the beginning
of the piece. Also, if available, have two to three players cover the optional percus-
sion, even if only for the “thunder” effects. Single-stroke rolls on timpani and bass
drum may be uneven by players at this level (or a timpani may not be available),
so consider adding another low-pitched drum (and player) for the thunder that is
indicated throughout the piece (e.g., mm. 3-4, 7-8, etc.). To evoke rain, the finger
snaps at the beginning should be prominent and rapid. Please feel to have stu-
dents experiment with other sound effects that might add authentic rain and wind
sounds to your storm representation. The tremolo in the cello and bass should
evoke thunder.

There are dynamic contrasts and accents for added bravura. The spirited tempo
indicated should be followed as closely to contribute to this excitement as well.
All the best success with your preparation and performance...be careful and have
a safe trip!

About the Composer

Kevin Mixon was an instrumental music teacher for several years and is currently
the Director of Fine Arts for the Syracuse City School District, New York. He is
in frequent demand as a conductor and clinician for festivals and conferences
such as the International Society for Music Education Convention, The Midwest
International Band and Orchestra Clinic, Music Educators National Conference
events, and state and regional music conferences. He holds degrees, summa
cum laude, from Onondaga Community College, State University of New York
at Oswego, Syracuse University, and University of lllinois (Urbana-Champaign).
Several of his articles have appeared in Music Educators Journal, Teaching
Music, The Instrumentalist, and The National Band Association Journal. He is
author of Reaching and Teaching All Instrumental Music Students and co-author
of Teaching Music in the Urban Classroom (both MENC/Rowman & Littlefield
Publications). Mr. Mixon is also an accomplished composer and arranger with
several published works for band and orchestra.
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* Short pieces - length is a consideration for young embouchures
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