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BL757	 The Wind	 *M/Unison

The Wind
Unison, accompanied

Music by
Glenda Franklin

Words by
Robert Louis Stevenson

Range:

Language: English
Use: General
Time: Approx. 2:18
*Difficulty: Moderate
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Performance Notes 

Robert Louis Stevenson (1850–1894), master storyteller and painter of imagina-
tive word images, is best known for his books, Treasure Island, Kidnapped, and The 
Strange Case of Dr. Jekyll and Mr. Hyde. Also known for his beloved children’s po-
etry, Stevenson is one of the most popular children’s authors of all time.

Robert Stevenson was born in Edinburgh, Scotland, on November 13, 1850. His fa-
ther, Thomas was a lighthouse engineer. Grandfather Robert, also a lighthouse en-
gineer, was famous for building the Bell Rock lighthouse, off the coast of Scotland. 
Stevenson lighthouses everywhere guided boats on their journeys. While his father 
pushed him to follow the family tradition, Robert had other ideas. Trying to please 
his parents, he studied engineering at the University of Edinburgh in Scotland, but 
paid little attention to his studies. Instead he read books and taught himself to write by 
studying the writings of famous authors. Eventually Robert gave up engineering and 
pursued studies in law. After passing the bar exam to become a lawyer, he followed 
his heart and became a writer.

A Child’s Garden of Verses, a collection of poems about Robert’s childhood, first 
appeared in 1885 under the title Penny Whistles. The collection contains 65 poems 
and includes “The Wind.” While most of us never give a thought to the wind, Robert 
paints a picture of the wind as being something alive and exciting!

When singing, you are telling a story and must paint the picture of the text and com-
municate it to your listener. Each word should be clearly articulated and pronounced.  
Focus on blending all voices into a beautiful unison ensemble sound especially when 
singing large intervals; do not allow the sliding of one note to another to “clutter” the 
overall sound. 

Because each verse has its own mood, follow the dynamics carefully to create inter-
esting shadings in the music. The dynamics of this piece make it an excellent learning 
tool in teaching comprehensive musicianship.

Although the song is scored for unison voices, it can be performed with a mixed en-
semble or treble voices. 

Enjoy.

—Glenda E. Franklin
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ROBERT LOUIS STEVENSON (1850–1894)

Allegro q = 120
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For Owen and Raelyn

for Unison Voices with Keyboard and Optional Flute*
The Wind
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*The part for Optional Flute may be found on p. 8.
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