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Performance Notes

Rockwood River is a “neo folk song” in the style of classic folk songs which celebrate a
simpler time and place. In the world of Rockwood River, time is slow and life is easy. As
you perform the piece, keep in mind the carefree attitude that goes along with the text,
breezy melody, and “hoedown” style. Think Tom Sawyer and Huck Finn. In other
words...have fun! If you do, so will the audience.

The text paints a picture of a day at Rockwood River, so work hard to articulate the words
and communicate the message clearly. When singing the word “fritter”*, make sure you
sing on the vowel and not the “r” consonant as you hold the phrase out. The sudden
dynamic change to piano in measure 86 is important as it sets up “the big finish” when the
chorus sings the final augmented phrase at forte. The final “Yee-haw” should be controlled,
but joyful!

If possible, memorize the piece to allow yourself full freedom for the (optional) body
percussion. It is highly encouraged to add the (optional) fiddle and string bass
accompaniment as they embellish the celebrative nature of the piece (as does the optional

tambourine beginning at measure 73).

Above all, remember the message of the piece...and that’s to take time to celebrate the joy
of life and its simple pleasures.

*To “fritter” time away means to squander or waste it...a good thing, actually, when one is
having fun at Rockwood River!

Mark Cabaniss
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Commissioned and premiered by the All-Cleveland County (NC) Middle School Choral Festival
Jenny Cabaniss, Ashley Smith, Casey Vess and Sherry Young, Directors

ROCKWOOD RIVER

Three-Part Mixed, accompanied with optional Fiddle and String Bass

Words and Music by MARK CABANISS
Arranged by RUTH ELAINE SCHRAM
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Bass ROCKWOOD RIVER

Three-Part Mixed, accompanied with Fiddle and String Bass
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