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Words and Music by
RUTH ELAINE SCHRAM

Range: 

Time: Approx. 2:15
*Difficulty: Moderate
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Performance Notes

The Song that Nature Sings was one of the first songs Brian Busch chose to include in the
BriLee Music catalog, published (in Unison) in 1997. It has been a perennial favorite since
then, sung by Children’s Choirs, Developing Choirs, Unison Choirs, and Solo Voices in
countless venues.

One of the unique features of the early releases in the BriLee catalog was Brian’s
“Performance Notes,” which he included whenever pagination allowed. Brian gave
rehearsal tips, performance suggestions, historical or background information where
appropriate, and musical instructions that benefitted both the conductor and the singer. His
original Performance Notes for the Unison version of this work include the following
information:

Bel Canto (It. lit. Beautiful singing) was a way of singing associated with the 17th and 19th
centuries. It stressed a beautiful tone quality, ease of singing and even a sense of agility.

Within the interval of a 6th, Ruth Elaine Schram has created a beautiful bel canto melody
that is within everyone’s range. Even with mixed voices, the young men will be able to sing
the work an octave below the treble voices.

When singing this song, stress the key words: beauty, love, grace, etc. Work on developing a
beautiful, graceful tone quality and the sense of legato singing. Follow the natural rise and
fall of the melodic line. Don’t rush. At the end, sing your final phrase in a hushed tone, as if
asking people to tune their hearts and ears and listen for the song that nature sings. Give a
soft, gentle, unrushed release and then stand very still. Listen! You may hear the song ...

Once you have learned this work in unison, everyone has a solo ready for solo and
ensemble festival. And don’t forget Earth Day. It would be very appropriate at this time of
year as well.

I hope SSA choirs will love this song as much as Unison choirs have. Enjoy The Song that
Nature Sings!

Ruth Elaine Schram
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