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WADE IN THE WATER

SATB, accompanied

Arranged by
GLENDA E. FRANKLIN

Range:

Time: Approx. 2:05
*Difficulty: Moderate

BL682 WADE IN THE WATER *M/SATB
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Performance Notes

Between 1810 and 1850, approximately 100,000 slaves were effectively moved to the North
and to Canada by a vast network of people known as the Underground Railroad.  The
Underground Railroad used terms associated with railroading.  “Stations” and “depots”
were homes and businesses run by “stationmasters” where fugitives would rest and eat.
“Stockholders” were those who contributed money or goods and the “conductor” was
responsible for moving fugitives from one station to the next.

Using hand lights and/or moonlight, slaves would walk the ten to twenty miles from one
station to the next.  When needed, they walked or “waded” in water to throw off the scent of
bloodhounds pursuing their trail.  Songs such as “Wade in the Water,” “The Gospel Train,”
and “Follow the Drinking Gourd” are said to have explicit instructions on how to avoid
capture and/or the route for successfully achieving freedom.

Notable “conductors” were Harriet Tubman who escorted over three hundred slaves to
freedom and Levi Coffin; a Quaker to assisted more than three thousand slaves.
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Black Is the Color, arr. Tom Fettke, BL412

Buffalo Gals, arr. Lon Beery, BL254

Every Night When the Sun Goes In, arr. Ruth Elaine Schram, BL219

Fum, Fum, Fum, by Vicki Tucker Courtney, BL641

Gloria!, by Rae Moses, BL102

Go Tell It on the Mountain, arr. Julie Wheeler, BL586

In the Arms of Winter, by Ruth Elaine Schram, BL486

Irish Blessing, by Mark Patterson, BL441

Kyrie, by Sonja Poorman, BL142

A New Irish Blessing, by Sonja and Berta Poorman, BL643

Oh Shenandoah, arr. Ruth Elaine Schram, BL153

On Winter’s Eve, by John Parker and Ruth Elaine Schram, BL251

Peaceful, Silent Night, arr. Ruth Elaine Schram, BL149

Ride the Gospel Train, by Glenda Franklin, BL591

The Silence and the Song, by Mark Patterson, BL581

Skye Boat Song, by Mark Patterson, BL642

Steal Away, arr. Ruth Elaine Schram, BL353

Turtle Dove, arr. Earlene Rentz, BL346

When Peace Fills the Earth, by Russell Robinson, BL640
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