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Feoreword

Christmas is a time when everyone wants to hear the hymns and carols
they love, but it can also be a time when musicians grow weary of the
“same old thing.” Well, here’s something to freshen up the familiar; a col-
orful, entertaining take on several beloved carols, set for organ and piano
in a four movement suite, guaranteed to bring a Christmas smile to the
listener’s face. Each movement is arranged in a distinctive contemporary
style and is 2-1/2 to 4 minutes in length, making it possible to use them
individually as preludes, offertories or postludes. When performed in its
entirety, the work is about 12 minutes long, and takes us on a delightful,
somewhat surprising journey through the many moods of Christmas.

The first movement, Prophecy in Blue, is slow and jazzy, and is followed
by a playful medley, aptly named A Merry Tango. The Gospel of Peace

treats several ballads in a soulful, gospel style, and the final movement,

An Angelic Celebration, is a driving, festive toccata.

For my organist and pianist friends, | hope you find this as enjoyable to
perform as it was to write. Merry Christmas!

- Joel Raney,
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Commissioned by Suzanne Zahniser of Mercer Island Presbyterian Church, Mercer Island, Washington,
in honor of her parents, Nellie and Robert Miller of Arborlawn United Methodist Church, Fort Worth, Texas

O Come, O Come, Emmanuel

Arranged by VENI EMMANUEL
JOEL RANEY French Melody, 15th c.
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