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To The Director

The “Scottish Snap” rhythm is a very important part of this\piece. This character-
istic rhythm, which uses a very short, accented note, followed by a longer note,
is found in many types of Scottish folk music. Take some time to play scales dur-
ing your warm-ups with this rhythm applied to each step of the scale. This will
help the students maintain the steady pulse of this dance style of music.

The cellos have double-stop drones included in the sections starting at mea-
sures 5, 21, and 62. These can be used in several ways. If your group doesn'’t
have any bass players, the cellos can play these “divisi” to obtain the drone
effect. If you do have basses, allow more advanced cellos to play the double-
stops. This will be a good challenge for them and add extra impact to the perfor-
mance of this piece.

Take time to work on the dynamic contrasts and accents that will make this piece
come alive. This dance style music thrives on the energy that comes from these
accents. The optional piano part can be used for rehearsal, as well as perfor-
mances.

FRANK J. HALFERTY

A graduate of Seattle (WA) Pacific University and New Mexico State University, he has extensive experience
teaching instrumental and choral music from the elementary to college Ilevels. Frank has also served as contest
adjudicator in Texas and Washington, and an array of his originals and arrangements for school musicians are
available from several leading educational publishers.
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