
A ncient Carol Variants is based on the well-known melody of “God Rest Ye Merry Gentlemen.” It 
begins with a fantasy on the main theme before stating the complete melody, and continues 
with two variations—a lively 6/8 in march style with interesting percussion accompaniment, 

and a mixed-meter variation with contemporary harmonies. This fresh and exciting rendition of 
one of the most ancient of holiday carols will surely be a welcome addition to any holiday concert.

GRADE LEVEL: 3½ (MEDIUM)

ANCIENT CAROL 
VARIANTS

“God Rest Ye Merry Gentlemen”

Traditional 
Arranged by Chris M. Bernotas

Instrumentation

	 1	� Conductor Score
	 5	� 1st Flute
	 5	� 2nd Flute
	 2	� Oboe 
	 2	� Bassoon
	 4	� 1st B Clarinet
	 4	� 2nd B Clarinet
	 4	� 3rd B Clarinet
	 2	� B Bass Clarinet 
	 2	� 1st E Alto Saxophone
	 2	� 2nd E Alto Saxophone
	 2	� B Tenor Saxophone
	 1	� E Baritone Saxophone
	 3	� 1st B Trumpet
	 3	� 2nd B Trumpet
	 3	� 3rd B Trumpet
	 2	� 1st F Horn
	 2	� 2nd F Horn

World Parts 
available for download from  
www.alfred.com/worldparts

E Alto Clarinet
1st E  Horn
2nd E  Horn
1st Trombone in B T.C.
2nd Trombone in B T.C.
3rd Trombone in B T.C.
1st Trombone in B B.C.
2nd Trombone in B B.C.
3rd Trombone in B B.C.
Euphonium in B B.C.
Tuba in B T.C.
Tuba in B B.C.
Tuba in E T.C.
Tuba in E B.C.
String Bass

	 2	� 1st Trombone
	 2	� 2nd Trombone
	 2	� Bass Trombone
	 2	� Euphonium
	 1	� Euphonium T.C.
	 4	� Tuba

Percussion — 7 players:
	 2	� Mallet Percussion 1

(Vibraphone/Marimba)

	 2	� Mallet Percussion 2
(Chimes/Bells)

	 2	� Percussion 1
(Snare Drum, Bass Drum) 

	 4	� Percussion 2
(Triangle/Tambourine, 
Suspended Cymbal/ 
Hi-Hat Cymbals)

	 1	� Timpani

Please note: Our band and orchestra music is now being collated by an automatic high-speed system. The enclosed parts are now sorted by page count, rather than score order. 
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Ancient Carol Variants
(God Rest Ye Merry Gentlemen)
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