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Hercules vs. the Hydra
By Scott Watson

Grade Level: 2 (Medium Easy)

The Greek hero, Hercules, was sentenced by the Gods to endure 12 seemingly impossible “labors” 
in order to redeem himself. Hercules vs. the Hydra portrays the second of these tests: his battle with 
a nine-headed water serpent with deadly venom and the ability to grow back two heads for every 
one cut off! 

The piece begins with the Hydra’s half-step motive, which quickly builds and multiplies into the 
music of the epic fight. The blows of Hercules’ club and sword, rhythmic accents in the music, land 
hard on the beast, but to no avail. Hercules regroups to a slow, hopeful theme, encouraged as 
his nephew Iolaus shares the secret to defeating the Hydra. Hercules rejoins the contest with new 
resolve, reflected in the exciting merging of two of the piece’s themes, which lead to a victorious 
climax!
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CONDUCTOR SCORE

Hercules vs. the Hydra
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