About This BOOK..........ccevvmrrmerimmmmmeemeeneeneeeeeeeeeennn 3
About the AUThOr ..., 3
Introducing the Guitar .............cccoomveeeiiiiecciees 4
Parts of the Guitar........ccccceeeiiieiciiiieee e 4
Buying a Guitar.......cccceeeeeeiiiinnciiieeeee e 5
Plugging In ..., 6
Holding Your GUItar ......ccccceeiveeiivnieeeeeeeeee 6
Learning the NecK .......cccccoie 7
Tuning Your GUitar..........ccccccvieeiriccccccneneeeeee s 8
Using the CD toTUNE .....uuueiuieiiae 9
Tuning the Guitar to Itself .........ccccccvvnnnnnnnnes 9
ElectronicTuners......cccccveeeeiii e 9
The Right Hand ..o 10
Using @ PicK...ooooiiiieie 10
Your First Picking EXercise .......cccccvvvvvvevinnnns 1
Chords and Rhythm Guitar...........ccccceevviiiiinnnnee 13
Reading Chord BOXES......ccovevviiiivveereennnnnn. 13
The Left Hand ........evvvieeeieiieeeeee e 13
The E Major Chord......cceiiiieiiiiieieeeeeeeee 13
The D Major Chord ... 14
Rhythmic Notation..........oooeeeiiiiiiiieiieee 14
Dig in the Chords.........cooveeeccciieennieieeens 14
The A Major Chord ......cooooviiiiiiiiieeeeeeeeee 15
Talking ‘Bout My Baby.............cccccevuuveennnnnnn. 15
Two-String Talking ‘Bout My Baby.............. 16
The C Major Chord ......coooveiiiviieiieeneeeee 17
Four-Chord ROCK..........ccuuuiiiieciciiiieeeeieeeins 17

Reading Standard Music Notation and TAB....18

To Read or Not to Read?.........cocevvveerivvnnnnnnns 18
The Basics of Standard Music Notation ...18
Reading Tablature (TAB) ....ccccoeeevciveeeeneeenn. 20
Beginning Lead Guitar .............ccccocmveeenriiiccinnns 21
Notes on the Low E (6th) String ................. 21
Notes on the A (5th) String ......ccccceeeeiennnnn. 22
Notes on the D (4th) String .....cccceeeeeeiennnnnn. 22
Laying It LOW ..o 23
Notes on the G (3rd) String.....cccccceevviiiinnnns 23

2 The New Basics: Rock Guitar

CONTENTS

Notes on the B (2nd) String ......cccevvvvveenns 24
Notes on the E (1st) String.....cccccceevviveennnns 24
Brotherhood..........cccccceeiiiiiiiiiee, 25
Left-Hand Technique......cccccoevevciiiviieniiiinnns 26
Power Chords...........ccocimmiiiiiiicieeenre s 28
6th-String-Root Power Chords.................... 28
TS ittt 28
5th-String-Root Power Chords..........ccc....... 29
Shakin’ the Rafters........ccccccoeeeccvieeeneeninnnns 30
Eighth Notes. ..., 31
Lead and Alchemy..........ccccccooeiiiiiiiiicinnnn. 31
Left-Hand Workout...........cccoooiiiiiiiiiiiiciiiinnns 32
Strength and Stamina .....cccccceveevvvivveeeeeenenn. 32
More Chords and Rhythm Guitar..................... 34
Minor Chords .......coccveiiieenii e 34
Blues Rhythm Guitar Pattern ........ccccoeenneee 35
Got the Blues in My Shoes ............cccccuuuuu... 35
Scales.......ccccccii 36
The Major Scale ......cceeveeeiieciiieeeeee e 36
The Saints Go Rockin’ In ...........cccccvvveeennnnn. 37
The Natural Minor Scale .......cccccceevvieiinneee. 38
Dark Nights on the Mountain ..................... 38
The Minor Pentatonic Scale...........cccuuueeee. 39
IMProvisation ........ccccceveeeeiii e 40
Panic on the Blues Highway ....................... 40
Got the Blues in My Shoes Again............... 41
Left-Hand Techniques ..........cccooeeiiiiiiiniiinniininnnns 42
Bent Notes. ..o, 42
Hammer-ons.....ccccceeeeiieeeeecevncee e, 43
U 1 o) 43
ATricky Combination...........ccccceeeveeuunnunnnnnns 43
Movable Chords.........cccccovviimnciiierrcceeeeeee e, 44
E-Major-Shape Barre Chords ........cccceeeeennn. 44
A-Major-Shape Barre Chords...........cc.uuuueee. 45
You Got Me Rockin'..........ccccceveeiiiicnnnennnnnnn. 46
More Commonly Used Chords...........cccccnnnnneee 47



