
Please note: Our band and orchestra music is now being collated by an automatic high-speed system. 
The enclosed parts are now sorted by page count, rather than score order. 

PROGRAM NOTES

Blunderbuss Battles (Adventure on the High Seas) is a musical depiction of the ship-to-ship (and often close range) 
combat between pirates and the Royal Navy during the days of exploration and the shipping trade. A Blunderbuss 
(translated as “thunder stick”) was one weapon of choice in ‘clearing the decks’ of the opposing ship as they pulled 
alongside one another. So, shiver me timbers and load the Blunderbuss…a rich musical reward awaits all who dare 
embark on this high seas adventure!

NOTES TO THE CONDUCTOR

This piece was composed to provide the beginning musician with experience in utilizing chromatic tones within the  
Bb scale. While the clarinet part does not extend above the break, it does provide the opportunity for performance in 
the chalumeau register. With a tempo of  

q
 =132 bpm, the piece is suitable for an introduction into the concept of 

3

/4 
time as one beat per measure (dotted half would equal 44 beats per minute, and may be increased slightly depending 
upon interpretation).

This piece provides many textures, alternating between tutti, brass, and woodwind choirs, as well as unison section 
lines throughout. Additionally, there are many opportunities to study and discuss dynamic interpretations and 
shading. 

Regarding the percussion: after the initial player assignments to cover all written parts, the director is encouraged 
to find low toms for all remaining percussionists and assign them to the tom part on Percussion 1. Should no toms 
be available, perform the part on snare drums with the snare turned off throughout the entirety of the piece. If the 
number of players required presents a problem, please eliminate the brake drum part in Percussion 2.

AAAHR! 

Blunderbuss Battles
Adventure on the High Seas

RALPH FORD (ASCAP)

Grade 1½BEGINNING BAND

INSTRUMENTATION

	 1	 Conductor
	10	 Flute
	 2	 Oboe
	10	 Bb Clarinet
	 2	 Bb Bass Clarinet
	 6	 Eb Alto Saxophone
	 4	 Bb Tenor Saxophone
	 2	 Eb Baritone Saxophone
	 8	 Bb Trumpet
	 4	 F Horn
	 6	 Trombone/Baritone/Bassoon

	 2	 Baritone Treble Clef 
(World Part Trombone in Bb Treble Clef )

	 4	 Tuba
	 1	 Mallet Percussion 

(Bells)
	 1	 Optional Timpani 

(Tune: F, Bb)
	 4	 Percussion 1 

(Large Tom or Optional Snare Drum [snares off], 
Bass Drum)

	 3	 Percussion 2 
(Suspended Cymbal, Triangle/Brake Drum)

World Parts
Available for download from 
www.alfred.com/worldparts

Horn in Eb

Trombone/Baritone in Bb Bass Clef
Tuba in Eb Bass Clef
Tuba in Eb Treble Clef
Tuba in Bb Bass Clef
Tuba in Bb Treble Clef
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Trombone/Baritone/
Bassoon

Oboe

Bb Trumpet

Flute

Bb Clarinet

Bb Bass Clarinet

Eb Alto
Saxophone

Bb Tenor
Saxophone

Eb Baritone
Saxophone

F Horn

Tuba

Mallet Percussion
(Bells)

Percussion 1*
(Large Tom or 
Optional Snare Drum 
[snares off], Bass Drum)

Percussion 2
(Suspended Cymbal,
Triangle/Brake Drum)

Optional
Timpani
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Blunderbuss Battles
Adventure on the High SeasFULL SCORE

Approx. Duration - 3:00

*Tom part may be doubled by as 
many players/instr. that are available. 
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