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FOREWORD

Three thousand years ago, a shepherd boy faced an overwhelming enemy
on a battlefield, armed only with a sling, a staff, and a courageous faith in
God. The message—thirty centuries later—is still fresh: Though we may
tremble in our weakness, there is no darkness that God cannot overcome.
In this version of the David and Goliath story, we’ve tried to balance the
humor of musical comedy with the power of that message.

We wrote the music and words to be enjoyed by all ages. The show was
originally performed by young people in grades 4 through 8, but we think
older and younger performers will also find the material engaging.

We’ve kept the staging simple—the only requirements are two steplad-
ders, a few boxes, and a nine-foot giant. Although the creation of Goliath
might seem challenging, we found a delightfully simple way to realize the
character—you’ll find the details in the production notes, along with
other suggestions for costumes, props, and set. Of course, you can pro-
duce the work more simply or more elaborately to suit your time and
resources.

The Rock Slinger was a joy to produce. And on opening night, as we stood
and cheered our young cast, the Biblical truth came alive one more time:
No matter what size the actors, with God, they can have a great impact.
We wish you the same experience.

God bless.

—Tom Long and Allen Pote



CHARACTERS

Commander—straightforward, with a voice and bearing of an army drill
sergeant

Sentries 1 and 2—well-trained soldiers

David—earmnest, genuine, quietly courageous

Eliab—David’s older brother, sarcastic and condescending toward David

The Philistines—arrogant, superior, sneering (The lines can be divided
between 2-5 actors.)
Shield Bearer—their overbearing leader (The Shield Bearer is

included in the lines labeled “All Philistines”.)

Philistines 1, 2, 3, and 4

Princess Michal—(pronounced Mi “-Kahl)—King Saul’s younger daughter
and David’s friend; feisty, loyal, warm-hearted

King Saul—gruff and hot tempered, his bark is worse than his bite

Goliath—a snarling bully (Goliath is played by two actors, a small one
riding on the shoulders of a tall adult or high school student.)

Chorus—Israelite Soldiers

Michal and David have the only required solos.

In the original production, we found it remarkably easy to play Goliath
with two actors, and the effect provided a show-stopping climax. For the
faint of heart, however, there are other staging possibilities. For example,
Goliath could be played by the largest adult you can find, or—perhaps
more effectively—by your church’s pastor, wearing platform shoes and a
very tall helmet.

Also in the original production, the Philistines and Goliath doubled as
members of the Chorus whenever possible. The actors playing Michal
and King Saul also sang in the Chorus in the early musical numbers
before their entrances. The Israclite lines are numbered 1 through 24, but
can be divided between a much smaller group. It is also possible to cast
the Philistines as a separate, non-singing group.

Most roles, with the exception of David, Eliab, Princess Michal, and Saul,
can be played by either male or female performers.



The Rock Slinger
and His Greatest Hit

(When the show begins, the stage is set with two six foot stepladders—one down stage right, one
down stage left. A number of boxes are arranged around the stage with one far right, one far left
and one center. The boxes are tall enough to be used as seats and sturdy enough to stand on. As
the opening fanfaire sounds, the COMMANDER and two SENTRIES enter. The two SENTRIES
quickly climb up the ladders. They take up positions at the top and use binoculars to scan the audi-
ence slowly. The COMMANDER stands center stage.)

Fanfare 1

@ @=c.76 Pause tape
= feRE et
S o - = E— E—— = m—-
S
COMMANDER: (calling) Sentries on the hill ... what do you see?
SENTRY 1: There’s hundreds of ‘em sir. They're everywhere . . . lined up in rows . ..
SENTRY 2: (aiming binoculars at someone in the first few rows) .. . they're really ugly
SENTRY 1: ...they look mean, too ...
SENTRY 2: ... 1 think they're getting restless, sir . ..
SENTRY 1: ... I think they’re getting ready to attack!
COMMANDER: Who are they?
SENTRY 2: Philistines!
COMMANDER: Philistines?! (calling loudly) Cail for the Army of the Living God!
We Will March

TOM LONG ALLEN POTE

(The SENTRIES jump down from ladders and move them into positions upstage, as the
Israelite troops enter, marching. Several carry banners which are placed in stands upstage.)
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